Sebastian Buhai

Hereinafter you canread the imaginary English trandlation d animaginary articlein
animaginary Romanian newspaper. Thetitle of the articleis not imaginary chasen
“L et’sgo Dutch!”

L et’ sgo Dutch!

| am sureit occurred to most of you and surely more than orce why isn’'t Romaniain
the European Union, why aren’t we members of the OECD, why our GDP per capita
ismore than 10times small er compared to the average output per cgpita of the EU or
why are there peoplein the Western World that do nd know that Bucharest is the
Romanian cepital. Well, there is an answer to al this questions. A possble reason for
Romanianat being what it shoud be is becaise we ae Romanians and nd Dutch.

Y es, Dutch, that means from inhabitants of this snall country somewhere on the
European map known both as Holland and as The Netherlands...

No soorer then | had first visited the Netherlands did | see and judge the Dutch as
they acually were. Ideas, fantasies, stories about Holland and its inhabitants are
probably very familiar among youand | admit | had plenty of those before getting in
touch with the Dutch redlity. Had we had at least the main Dutch characteristics we
would have been where we dl want to be, certainly out of the dernal and monaonous
phase that we cdl transition, for along time dready. | did na chocse thetitle of this
article arbitrarily; “going Dutch” in my context refleds awide Dutch reality and nd
only the proverbial feaure that generated it. And becaise | came over thisfeaure, |
shall begin by talking about it. One of the main charaderistics that oneis emphasizing
when describing the Dutch isthe “zuinigheid”, which in any language would be
translated something between being ecnamicd and selfish. Neverthelessit is
impossbleto cach its exad meaning. The mistake that criti ques make in talking
abou “zuinigheid” isthat they are asciating it with merely a negative cnnotation,
most of thetimein relation with selfishness Why shoud ore do such athing when
pradicdly to be “zuinig” means to abstain from futile costs and to save for the most
important, redly necessary or unavoidable spending? Obviously the zuinigheid is
adive & all levels, including governmental, where instead of increasing the salaries of
the ministers or members of the Parliament as our beloved leaders do, the Dutch
reduce the government spending thus all owing the budget deficit to be dmost non
existent, controlli ng inflation and enabling a high rate of output grows. Of course, you
might argue, this canna be due ultimately and solely to the zuinigheid. Indeed, that
can betrue. What the Dutch also promote, something that is totally lacking in
Romaniais cooperation, “ samenwerking”. What else would we need now in Romania
except for cooperation d al structures, including padliticd and econamica ones? It is
for sure that a Wasenaar agreament would na be & all i nconvenient in Romania and
instead of protesting at every new wave of measures of restructuring the old
eoonamicd structures, reducing wages in some sectors or reducing the employment



rate in ahers, the social mass $ioud redize that there isno aher way if progressis
expeded. The Dutch have ak&nowledged that already in the 1970's.

Let usfurther consider another essential Dutch charader that could be nothing but
useful if implanted among the native Romanian features. The Dutch have inherited
the Dutch businesaman charader, the so-cdled “handelaar” fegure sincethe oldest
times and they have been using it all the time. To seethe oppatunity and to take
advantage of it, to knonv where to invest, whom to talk to and what to talk, to be &
broadly oriented as possble, these ae dl sub-categories of this handelaar charader
that unfortunately we, the Romanians, have never possessed. We aetoo
unidiredional; every individual hereis going on hs sngle, heavily bordered way and
passs by his chance withou naticing it at all. How can we have such a disastrous
legislation pertaining in the eonamical sedor that nobaly considersinvesting in
Romania? | can orly explain it with the ladk of business ®nse. If only all Romanian
fellows would leare avay the pleasure and commodity for the time they arein the
exercise of their eamnamicd or pdliti cd functions... The Dutch resped thisiswell,
one of the most famous proverb in their language says: “Zaken gaan voa het meige”,
which would transate in “businessbefore pleasure”.

Obviously | canna discussabou the Dutch character by ignoring the proverbial
Dutch tolerance. Everybody of youis most likely aware that the Dutch are the most or
among the most tolerant nations regarding prostitution, hanosexuality, drug use,
euthanasia, minorities. Neverthelessmost likely is nat everybody of you aware that
the proverbial Dutch “tollerantie” is translated better with ignorance and that most of
the Dutch are not approving de fado all the extravagance. All of it isadually alatent
attitude that promotes “voorkomen bowven genezen”, meaning that preventionis
always better than complete and timate are. Why nat letting certain people or
groups to choose fredy what they want and thus also controlli ng them rather then
showing a dear intolerance and opp@ing any minority rights or purishing any
deviations from the standards st as normal 50 yeass ago with yeas of prison; the
effect is enin bah cases. Neutral and peaceful multi culturality in the Netherlands
versus unstable and controversial uniformity in Romania. But we @ntinue to fight
within ouselves, to refuse any progressve measure that could soundcontradictory to
the tradition a in the better case to approve it only after decales of insistence

No douli, there are many more features in the Dutch charader that we muld gredly
make use of, bu for that novels rather then simple newspaper articles would have to
be written. What is essential isthat all Romanians, we need to wake up and to start
doing something before it istoolate. The Dutch would say it as“Word wakker en zit
niet te tutten!”; it always ounds more plausible in Dutch for some sort of reason. |
will end here my claim by suggesting all of youto forget for the moment what you
have inherited or what you have been traditionally taught and instead let us all go
Dutch!



